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Dear Dr. Vetter: |

o 1 am counsel.for the people of BikXini, who were moves
off theix atoll in 1946 &0 that the United ‘States could conduct
nuclear weapons tests.. I am writing to seek vour ausistance
in reviewing the metholology, results and conclusions of racent
radiolegical and medical studies ‘at Bikini.

-« - From 1946-to 1958, the Unit!ed States detonated 23
nuclear devices at Bikini, including the ‘March 1, 1954 hydroren
bomb test ¥Bravo.® In 1967, nine years -after President Bissn-
hower declared a moratorium on atmospheric nuclear testing, the
Atomic Energy Commission . (AEC) conducted a radiological SULVey
of Bikini to measure its safety. An Ad Hoc. Committee appointsy
by the ABC reviewed the results of the:s >y and declared that
Bikini was "once again-cafe for human habi ation.™ Thg\l.wort
contluded: R : S 1. - -

S ce el | »
 *The exposures to radiation: that sould result
from the repatriation of the Bikini people &
bot offer a significant threat to their health
apdigsafety.* | _
200 ly, .on August 12, 1968, President Johnson announced
that radiation levelg on Bikini Atoll were low enough to allow
cefe resettiement. - . o _
NI .
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-~ Cleanup and rehabilitation of Bikini began in 1949
in preparation for resettlement, and | 'AEC continued to
vonitor Bikini's safety.: One AEC ‘ofﬁiciat stated in 156%
that "there is virtuallyino a:a‘d‘iatioq left, and we can fingd
no discernable effect on eitheriplant or.animal life.* In
1971, the Director of AEC's Division of Operational Safety
reported.that well water samples had been:taken from sewvaral
locations on Bikini Island over a period af <ime and that,
"from 8 radiological wviewpoint,; the wated 'is safe to &rimk.*

- Despite these' assurances, the Bikinians expreszed
increasing concern over the atell's safety, and in 1975 they
brought a court action to seeX an 0rder directing the United
States to vonduct a thorough radiclogical survey of the atoll
to measure and assess its safety. In the court complaing, thas
Bikinians openly conceded their ignorance as to Bi ‘s safety:

. "For us to make an intelligent decision té
- yesettle Bikini Atoll, ‘we must be able to
"~ weigh our desire and return against the

radiological zisks or returning. . We have
- not been pripvided with that information
- in a form that we can understand.®

After seweral years of litigation and settleément discussioms,
the United States agreed to conduct a thorough radiological
study, including aeriel radiation surveys and terrestrial and
mirine studies, of Bikini and thirteen other islands and atolls
in the northern Marehall Islands that received fallout from
one or more of the U.S5. nucledr tests in the Pacific.

‘The survey was conducted in: late 1978, and stne of the
results from the aerial surveys have been released. Before thw
survey was even conducted, however, mesdical examinations con-
ducted in April, 1978.on the. 145 people who had been moved back
to Bikini in the early 1970's showed body burdens so high that
1t was mecessary to move thea'off Bikini Island.

~  Based on theése medical examinations and prelininecy
rezults from the radielogical:survey, the United Statea bhas
announced that Bikini;Island will be off iimits for habitation
or agricultural use. for approximately 60 years and that Eneu
Island dn Bikini Atoll will be off limits for at leaat 20-25

' The Bikinians, who!are confused by the confld

information they have'received over the ysars, do not under-
stand why garlier surveys of Bikini were erroneous. Thay
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have, understandably, lost all trust in U.S. Governmant
scientists. - = R |

- = I expressed these views on behalf of the 3&0910 of
Bikini last month in. remarke to the United Mations Trostasship
Council (see attachment at pages 10-11), and I requestad that
&#n internmational committee of ‘scientists, having no comzection
with or interest in the U.S. government or the U.S. nuclear
testing program, independently review and assess the results
and conclusions of the northern Marshall Islands radiologdcal
survey, spetificallyias they. apply to the safety of Bikimi
and Eneu Islands in Bikini Atoll. Last week; I made tha Same
regquest to the U.S. 'govermmert,”'snggesting that the United
States fund an independent assessment of the survey by a com-
mittee of international scientists or perhaps fund soveral
independent assessments by individual non-United States
sclientists. .. ; E S

“Given the importance of this survey to the futurs
of the Bikinians, the past mistakes of U.S, ‘scientists im
seasuring and/or assessing. the safety of Bikini, and tha
uncertainties concerning the long-term effest of low levela

of radiation, I believe that it is in|the. interests of all
parties to seek independent assessment of the survey. Al-
thongh I have not yet received a formal reply from the Uniled
States government, :I am hopeful that ?t will respond favorably
to the Bikinians'’ reguest. . P

" In the event that the United States does agree o
fund an independent review of the northerm:Marshall Islan@s
rediological survey, would.ycu be interested in participating
in this review? Some of the broad questions the Bikinlans
scek to bave answered arertheffbllowigg: o :

4 B .

- . .==_ Was the proper methodology used in th
northern Marshalls survey? L
. == " Did the survey employ the best availadle
tochnological techmigues ‘and equipment? :

. ==’ Are the datas collected from the survey mocurata
snd reliable? o o 1

-=. _ Are the conclusions, predictions and riex
nanessmants concerning the future safety of Bikiai and Enen
Irlands valid? An analysis of this issue would, of courea,
nucessitate a review of both the survey and the April, 3978

o R r 4
- PN - B
' o : [ e Y
o O B
L .
~ T ,
! 7 3 .




Dr. Berbert vetter - 5 e
June 22, 379 .- - - T e
Fage Four - . -

. 1f you would be . interested in participating in this
project, please let me know at your earliest convenience. 1¢
you wish, I will wend you detailed inforwation concerning the
Survey and the medical examinations. v '

| 7100k forvard to hearing from you soon.
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